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Offence of engaging in paid-for sexual activity (and related new 
offences)
 
I am writing in support of Amendment 8 to the Criminal Justice and Licensing 
(Scotland) Bill.  Like many activities that involve the exploitation of others, 
prostitution is a profitable business.  These profits do not find their way to the 
women who have to endure the repeated acts of unwanted sex, the violence 
and the degradation.  No, these profits are strictly for those who facilitate the 
prostitution of others.  If Scotland is serious about becoming a society that 
respects humanity, that stands against those that abuse and exploit then we 
must tackle these facilitators of abuse.  I therefore support the new offences 
of advertising paid-for sexual activities and facilitating engagement in a paid-
for sexual activity.    
 
The Scottish Government is to be commended in its efforts to address the 
driving force behind prostitution – the men who demand access to women’s 
bodies on their terms.  By criminalising those that pay for sex through the 
Prostitution (Public Places) (Scotland) Act 2007, the Scottish Government let 
society know that they believe men should take responsibility for their actions 
and pay the price if they are found to be sexually exploiting women on the 
streets.  As we all know prostitution or the commercial sexual exploitation of 
women and girls is not limited to the outdoors.  I therefore support the new 
offence of engaging in a paid-for sexual activity, which sends out the message 
that in Scotland we believe commercial sexual exploitation is unacceptable, 
regardless of the setting. 
 
I do not support the further amendments by Margo Macdonald and Nigel Don 
as they do not appear to address the fact that all prostitution is harmful.  It is 
widely documented that in order to endure the constant unwanted sexual acts 
that are prostitution, women use drugs and alcohol and disassociation to help 
them survive.  If you try and imagine yourself in the position of a prostituted 
woman it is not difficult to understand why.  These methods of survival have 
an extremely negative physical, emotional and mental affect upon the women.   
 
The amendments refer to forced or coerced prostitution.  How many women 
do we think make a free choice to become a ‘prostitute’?  Desperation and a 
lack of choice “force” or “coerce” women into prostitution.  Will these 
amendments cover these women?  Lets not make laws that suggest some 
prostitution is acceptable and some isn’t, lets make laws that will provide the 
police, the courts, and communities with the teeth to tackle all types of 
prostitution. 
 
Surely no humane person can argue in support of the purchase and sale of 
bodies?  Surely any civilised society would do all within its powers to stop 
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such a trade?  Surely if men and women are to become truly equal we cannot 
be complicit in any activity that enables and entitles one group to reduce the 
other group to objects for sale? 
 
I implore our Government to accept Amendment 8 and move Scotland 
towards a more equal society, free of abuse. 
 
 
Lynn Anderson 
16 March 2010 
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